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EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


Meeting April 2 "The Eyes Have It" -Dr K.McDonnell 

Meeting May 7 . Arboreal Fauna of the Maryborough 
District - Mr R.Trainor 

Excursion April 4 Pomporneit Area - Mr L.Fink 

Excursion May 9 Creswick Nursery and Land Care 
Trail 
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FULL DAY OUTINGS OR AT 1.30 p.m. for 
HALF DAY* 


Ken Hammond 


Claire Dalman 
Bill Murphy 
Avis Barlow 
Allan Morrison 


Lyndsay Fink 


Frank Harrap 


Ken McDonnell 


Field Reports: March Meetin 


Grey Butcherbird seen in Wendouree garden; a 

few days later the head of a Silver-eve was 

found. Unsure if this is coincidence or 

whether there is a connection. 

Stick insect on window measured 25cm. 
Sightings of Sulphur-crested Cockatoas 

becoming more common in Wendouree. 

Grey headed Blackbird seen in garden. 

Flock of 25-30 White Ibis at Buninyong tip. 

Striated Pardalote in gum tree of Wendouree 

Garden. 

Three foxes playing in Meredith paddock 
during daylight indicate the large numbers of 
foxes presently in area. 

The Rufous Whistler nest inspected on the 
February excursion to Wombat Forest now 
contains two hungry nestlings. Shining 
Bronze-Cuckao, Satin Flycatcher and 
Red-browed Treecreeper also seen at Wombat 
Forest. 

Silver-eyes observed in coastal vegetation at 
Point Addis had the rufous flank patch of the 
Tasmanian strain. 


Committee Meeting at the home of Helen Burgess 
Thursday April 29th. 


Owls are strange and lovely, mystical creatures, 
Who haunt the night with their magical powers. 


ry 


ORCHIDS OF THE BALLARAT DISTRICT. 
No 8 of a series. 


Botanical Name: Eriochilus cucullatus 


Common Name: Parson's Bands 
or Autumn Wings. 


Flowering time: Autumn 


This orchid is a slender, erect, pubescent plant 
which usually grows from 3 to 12 cm high in this 
district. Mostly the flower is pink and white, but 
a completely cream flower is sometimes seen, 

e.g. in the Ross Creek bushland. 


The solitary basal, ovate leaf 
is much reduced or absent 

during the flowering period. The 
stem is thin, dark coloured and 
with one to three flowers; the 
dorsal sepal is slightly spade 
shaped;the white (but sometimes 
pink) lateral sepals are the 
largest and most spectacular 
part of the flower.The yellowish 
labellum is slightly hairy and 
there are gland patches here and 
there on its surface. 


This orchid is widespread and 

frequent in the open woodlands 

and grasslands of the Ballarat region. 
‘ PJM 


Excursion to Anakie Gorge and Serendip Sanctuary 


During the excursion on Sunday 8th March, Ken McDonnell lead 
us to Anakie Gorge ‘an area not previously visited by many 
members) and Serendip Sanctuary at Lara. This interesting 
excursion was enjoyed by the 17 people who attended. 


Anakie gorge is on the eastern edge of Brisbane Ranges 
National Park. The gorge has been cut through sedimentary 
rocks by Stony Creek. Vegetation along the creek indicates 
the availability of moisture in this environment, Spiny 
Bursaria bushes bore masses of developing heart-shaped seed 
capsules and some plant were still flowering. Other shrubs 
along the creek were Shrub Violet, Pomaderris and Woolly 
Teatree (Leptospermum lanigerum). Blackwood, Black Wattle 
and Manna Gum trees were dominant and a Koala was seen in 
one gum tree. On the drier slopes Long-leaf Box, Red Box 


and Red Ironbark were growing. The bird list quickly grew 


to 18 species. A pair of Pelicans were soaring on the 
thermals above the gorge. Spotted. pardalote and 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater were in the canopies. A male Satin 
Flycatcher put on a _ strident display. White-naped 
Honeyeaters were in the trees above us as we ate out lunch. 


Serendip is home to many plants and animals of the western 
plains of Victoria. The 250 hectare property was bought by 
the government in 1959. Since then 26,000 trees have been 
planted and number of wetland areas established. The 
largest lake is 30 hectare. 


Serendip attracts 150 species of birds with at least 50 
species recorded as breeding on the property. 


The small pond near the visitor centre has a centre mound 
with burrows at various height to provide habitats for 
different species of ducks. All fences around the breeding 
enclosures have been made fox proof by a 30 cm horizontal 
extension at the top of the fence. The endangered Brolga, 
Magpie Goose, Cape Barren Goose and Bustard have been bred 
in captivity. The success is shown by the Cape Barren Goose 
population which is now self-sustaining and is allowed to 
come and go as they like. A young pair of Brolgas raised a 
chick in their first breeding season last spring. 


aac 


A large population of Grey Kangaroos roam freely. Swamp 
Wallaby and Red-necked Wallaby are Kept in enclosures. 4 


On the large lake the most numerous birds were Straw-necked 
Ibis and Magpie Geese. These birds were easily observed 
from hides constructed over the water. One hide had picture 
windows of one-way glass. Uncommon birds such.as the Bush 
Thick-Knee and the White-tailed Native Hen were studied in 
the enclosures, 


Many people considered the highlights of the visit ta be the 
Tawny Frogmouths which could be observed at close quarters 
and the Buff-banded Rail which came too close to the 
photographers to be photographed. Two Tiger Snakes startled 
a Brolga and were unconcerned by people only a few metres 
away. A total of over 40 bird species were seen during the 
guided tour of the sanctuary. 


MEMBERS NIGHT 


After the AGM several members entertained the 
meeting by showing some of their favourite slides. 


Lindsay Fink - some examples of trees of the 
“Red Centre” - Livistonia, the ancient palm trees 
found in Carnarvon Gorge, Queensland. Desert Oak, 
’Allocasuarina Decaisneana - these occur inland, 
having a hard wood and indicating the presence 

of water underground. The Ghost Gum, E.Papuana, 
at King’s Canyon near Alice Springs. The Huon 
Pine, Dacrydium Franklinii, a slow growing 

native to Tasmania yielding beautiful fine 
grained timber. The specimen shown had a girth 

of eight metres with an estimated age exceeding 
2000 years. 

The Queensland rainforests are home to many 
beautiful trees - the red flowering Proteaceae on 
the Atherton Tableland; palms, Licuala Ramsayi 
near Daintree River; Curtain Fig, Ficus Virens, 
and Kauri Pine, Agathus Robusta, - huge specimens 
photographed on the Lamington Plateau. 

The amazing bark of the Leopard Tree, Flindersia 
Maculosa, was a highlight of Lindsay’s slides 
which finished with a sunset scene in the 
Warrambungle Ranges, N.S.W. 


Ken Hammond —- Scottish Highlands including Loch 
Lomond, Glencoe, Killicrankie and Faern Is. 
Slides included - salmon jumping a riverfalls, a 
viper (the only dangerous snake in the U.K.), 
scarlet robin, black-headed gull, chaffinch, 
kittywakes nesting in cliffs, great black-backed 
gulls, guillimots, puffins and seals on the 

N.W. coast. 


John Gregurke and Pat Murphy - slides that will 
be included in the planned FNCB pictorial record 
of Lake Wendouree. Black swans floating on a 
raft of reeds, and with cygnets, black duck, 
moorhens and coots. Water plants including 
white purslane, sedge, waterlily, spiny rush ( a 
sign of salting), spike rush, duckweed, fennel 
and plantain. 


Frank Harrap - showed various slides of his bird 
haunts including the Conondale Ranges, Qld, i 
where 19 birds of prey are found. Mt Warning on “) 
the Qld/NSW border scenic rim, tame rosellas at | 
O’Reilley’s Guest House, Lamington NP. ry 
Scenes in Sandon Forest including reflections 

in a dam, swamp hen and coots. 


Florence Williamson - included shots taken 
during a SGAP visit to Alice Springs, 
contrasting colours of tree trunks at Lexton, 
the waters of Jim Crow Creek, near Hepburn. 
Lava cave at Mt Eccles and walking to 
Stephensons Falls during the FNCB campout 

at Barramunga. 


Helen Burgess - showed slides from two 
contrasting excursions, the first of Zimbabwe 
showing elephants, dung beetles and the Victoria 
Falls. 

The second excursion was to Antartica ona 
Russian icebreaker. Wonderful views of 

icebergs and pack ice with sea birds including 
Jackass penguin, Emperor penguin on fast ice, 
Adelaide penguin at Mawson base, snow petrel, 
elephant seals on a beach and Ross seals on 


fast ice. —~AED 


LORDS OF ANTARCTICA (Continued) 


The Victoria Falls are North West of Hwange, 
just a short plane flight. 

The effects of the drought were seen at the 
Falls. Even though there were bare patches the 
Falls were spectacular, with the associated mists 
rising well above the Falls. Unfortunately half 
a day was not nearly long enough to explore the 
area. Dr Livingstone was the first white man to 
see the Falls. He described them as "sgenes so 
lovely BER must have been gazed upon agence <0 in 
flighté" t 

In the late afternoon I went on a Sunset 
Pontoon cruise and observed elephants bathing and 
hippopotamus swimming in the Zambesi River. We 
eruised close to the birds binoculars were not 
always required. We saw Jacana, Open-billed Stork 
Crowned Cranes, Cormorants and Egrets and the 
large nest of the Hammer Head. We kept a safe 
distance from the Hippopotamus our 21 year old 
guide explained that the Hippo could easily bite 
DEON the floats of the pontoon. 3 

was to join the Garden Route Tour in Port 
Elizabeth so had a few days there to look around. 
As if I had not seen enough elephants I decided 
to go to the Addo Elephant Park. Here the Pau 
elephants were a light brown instead of the usual - 
dark grey - was the colour influenced by the soil? 
Elephants are cleaning up the introduced cactus 
which thrives outside the Park. Because the 
elephants used to break down the fences and escape 
+o the nearby farms something had to be done. A 
Mr Anderson solved the problem with a fence which 
has been most successful. Tram lines are put 5ft 
jnto the ground and 15ft apart then 6ft pickets, 
not into the ground, are held in place with thick 
cable wire. Cost is approx 456 a foot. 

The black and white Jackass Penguins looked 
unhappy in their enclosure at the Oceanarium. 

They live on* the islands off the coast of South 
Africa. They belong to the warm weather group 
of penguins. The other 3 species are Magellanic, 
Galapagos and Humboldt. ,All nest underground, 
unlike the Antarctic andSubantarctic species. 

(to be continued) 
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Australian Mammals. xii 


The Gommon Wombat. Vombatus ursinus. (bearlike) - 


The common Wombat is a large herbivorous mammal 
that lives in large burrows, for many years this 
delightful animal was classed as a pest, because 
of it's burrowing habits the early settlers called 
them badgers. They live in forest covered areas 
often very mountainess. : 
During the summer the common Wombat is mainly 
nocturnal emerging at night when the air is cool. 
In the coolermonths and in winter some emerge dur- 
ing daylight to graze and bask. 
The main food is native grasses but also includes 
sedges mat rushes and the roots of shrubs and trees, 
it grazes from 3 to 8 hours and may travel 3km. 
Populations are limited by the availability of f 
food, but they are much bigger in forest areas 
where there is an abundance of open grassy areas. 
It is Herbivorous. The female has a rear opening 
pouch containing two teats, but usually only one 
young is born. 
It remains in the pouch for approximately 6 months 
and at heel for another 11 months. 
Common Wombats become sexually mature after 2 years 
and may live up to 5 years in the wild, and up to 
20 in captivity. 
Fossil evidence shows the range has contracted, 
-gouthward and eastward since the Pleistone, Bur-- 
opean settlement has accellerated the colonies in 
§.W.Victoria and S.E Tasmania are only remnants 
of the smaller V. ursinus ursinuss, the first to 
studied, the Flingéer's Island wombat is now extincts 
It is unlikely that they were living in the Ball- 
arat areas They are fourmin the Wombat State For- 
este : 
There are three sub species. there are two other 
species The Southern Hairy Nosed, and the Northern 
Hairy Nosed Wombat, The former is common in its 
limited habitat, the other Boe ee 
n 


